Spring Speech Contest Contestant Script
Area/Division Evaluation and International Speech Contests

	Contestants briefing on contest rules.

	Role
	Technical Producer Tasks

	Welcome to the “Contestants” Briefing. 
	Toastmaster
	

	This afternoon, I will brief you on contests rules: 

First, I will verify that you are all listed on the agenda I have been given and that no last-minute changes have occurred. 

Can I verify the pronunciation of each name, as well as the title of each speech please? 

I am also verifying that I have your certificate of eligibility for all contestants, as well as the biographical information that I will use after the contest to ask you questions while ballots are being counted.
	


Toastmaster
	 

	
Some of the contest rules are:

· Your material must be substantially your own creation, and credit must be given for any quotes.

· Contestants who choose to make preparatory notes during the test speech must use the Evaluation Contestant Notes sheet (Item 1177). More than one (1) sheet may be used.

· At the conclusion of the target speech, all contestants will be escorted out of the room by the sergeant at arms to the designated room to complete your evaluation. 

·  You will then have five (5) minutes to prepare your evaluation using the Evaluation Contestant Notes sheet. Once the five (5) minutes have elapsed the sergeant at arms will collect all notes from the contestants down.  

· Except for the first speaker who will return to the main room once the 5 minutes are up. When it is your turn to speak the sergeant at arms will ask you to go back to the main room.

· Contestants must not use digital or other devices during the contest to gain an unfair advantage.




· Each contestant selects their own speech topics. Some of the content may be personal in nature and contain language, ideas, or beliefs that some audiences may consider sensitive in nature.

· Protests can only be submitted by contestants and the judges before the winners have been announced. Protests for originality of the speech or eligibility of a speaker must be submitted to the Chief Judge and/or Contest Chair in private chat before awards are presented.

Speech Contest Rulebook July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026, states in Section 7, (Page 17): 

Protest and Disqualifications:
“Before a contestant can be disqualified on the basis of originality, or for referencing another contestant’s speech, the contestant must be given an opportunity to respond to the voting judges. A majority of the voting judges must concur in the decision to disqualify.”

“All decisions of the voting judges are final”

· For the Evaluation Contest, the minimum time is 1 minute 30 seconds, the green will be shown at 2 minutes, yellow at 2 minutes 30 seconds, red at 3 minutes and the maximum time is 3 minutes and 30 seconds.

· For the International speech contest, the minimum time is 4 minutes 30 seconds, the green will be shown at 5 minutes, yellow at 6 minutes, red at 7 minutes and the maximum time is 7 minutes and 30 seconds.

· Protests can only be submitted by contestants and the judges before the winners have been announced. Protests for originality of the speech or eligibility of a speaker must be launched with the Chief Judge and/or Contest Chair before the awards are presented.

Before a contestant can be disqualified on the basis of originality, or for referencing another contestant’s speech, the contestant must be given an opportunity to respond to the voting judges. A majority of the voting judges must concur in the decision to disqualify. 

The area that you can use to deliver your speech is the marked area. We will also need to verify that your voice will be clearly captured by your microphone.
	




Toastmaster


















Toastmaster
	

	Let’s randomly select the order of speakers. We will draw cards to determine the speaking order of each contest. The lowest card drawn will be number one and so forth.
	Toastmaster
	

	
	
	

	At this time, we would like to provide each contestant with an opportunity to test your speaking area. 2-3 minutes per contestant, check lighting, and audio 

Timer, Can you please demonstrate timing lights for the contestants Green, Yellow, and Red lights.

Notice where the Timer is sitting in the room. 

Evaluation Contest: When it is your turn to speak, I will introduce you as follows Speaker’s Name, Speaker’s Name.

International Contest: When it is your turn to speak, I will introduce you as follows Speaker’s Name, Speech Title, Speech Title, Speaker’s Name.

	Toastmaster
	


	
Please remember to be in the room no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of the Speech Contest. 

If there are no more questions, this briefing is concluded.   

Good Luck in the Contest!
	Toastmaster
	 



1

